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USAID HUMAN RIGHTS IN ACTION PROGRAM UPDATES

HUMAN RIGHTS MONITORING, ANALYTICAL ACTIVITY AND ADVOCACY

National Human Rights Index

The National Human Rights Index initiative® (www.hro.org.ua) covers the monitoring of the
National Human Rights Strategy’s execution by the central executive authorities as well as
implementation of the Local Human Rights Index (LHRI), which is designed to take into account
the priority of human rights in course of the decentralization reform. The U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) Human Rights in Action Program supports the
aforementioned work in part of ensuring the rights of internally displaced persons and conflict-
affected population.
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Transitional justice model for Ukraine

UHHRU in frames of the USAID Human Rights in Action Program continues elaborating and
romoting the transitional justice model tailored to Ukrainian context. The process was launched
ack in 2016 and since then a corresponding baseline study (abstract review is available here)

Has been conducted and an international conference has been hosted (conference proceedings

8an be found here).

6urrently, the Program concentrates efforts on development of a national roadmap for applying
transitional justice as well as on holding an awareness raising campaign meant to explain the
principles of transitional justice and their relevance for Ukrainian society during the transition from
puthoritarian past to democratic present and from armed conflict to post-conflict state. For this in
Movember 2017 a work group was established? for drafting a framework document titled
éPrinciples of the state policy for protection of human rights to overcome the consequences of
armed conflict” that will become a basis to further elaborate conflict-related legislation.

I:rhe following events have taken place in February:

te New in our blog on transitional justice: The first one (link is in Ukrainian) concerns Northern
h Ireland’s expertise and its usefulness to Ukraine, the other touches on the risk of possible
in frambﬁmmnrummekrpgmfslmﬂ visited the towns of Toretsk and Pokrovsk to join
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e Program engaged well- known mternatlonal speuahsts to contrlbute into tranS|t|onaI justice
model: Pierre Hazan, Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (Switzerland), gladly agreed to

Browde his exgert assessment of the risks related to |mPIementation of the named model
|b Neiu vy pvulivas-ivldleu UDAID-SPUIISUIEU IEydl diu CEITIElS Ulluel SUpEIVISIUINTL dilu witll

—patrticipation of UHHRU Central Office representatives to guarantee better performance of the

! BeiigSmfiemented by the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union (UHHRU) in cooperation with the Secretariat of the
Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights and in collaboration with civil society organizations

2 The work group under the Ombudsperson’s Secretariat engages experts of UHHRU, NGOs, as well as MPs and
representatives of respective ministries.
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http://www.hro.org.ua/
http://hro.org.ua/index.php?id=1519728681
https://helsinki.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Summary-final-dlya-sajtu-ENG.pdf
https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/post-konflikte-pravosuddya-praktykum-dlya-ukrajinskyh-yurystiv/
https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/materials-of-the-conferencec-post-conflict-justice-in-ukraine/
https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/strategic-approach-to-overcoming-the-consequences-of-the-conflict-human-rights-transitional-justice-and-expert-potential-synergy/
https://helsinki.org.ua/blogs/perehidne-pravosuddya-dosvid-pivnichnoji-irlandiji/
https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/transitional-justice-in-ukraine-peaceful-future-threatened-by-profiteers/
http://pierrehazan.com/en/biography/
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during a meeting with members of working group. All in all, he gave a very positive feedback
about what was being done to lay the groundwork for post-conflict resolving in Ukraine.

Program’s work to help Crimeans fully enjoy their rights

Program experts united their forces with representatives of ally CSOs, media outlets and public
officials to monitor the state of affairs on implementation of customs/border control at the
administrative border with temporarily occupied Crimea, to inspect whether the human rights of
border-crossing people are properly respected thereof, as well as to study topical issues related
to the creation and operation of the Administrative Services Center meant to serve the interests
of peninsula’s residents. This was made possible in course of a media tour to Chaplynka and
Kalanchak checkpoints and the city of Kherson as well, hosted by the Ministry on Affairs of
Occupied Territories and IDPs, on February 21. Disturbing issues revealed by monitoring group
accompanied with corresponding USAID-supported recommendations (see below) were spoken
out during media events in Kherson and Kyiv.

PEKOMEHAALI YPAOY YKPAIHMU

1. CTEGPHTH LlenTp HagaHHA

T . apMIHICTPaTUBHNX NOCAYT ANA
I.. 6 pocTyny ie Kpumy

V A0 AepKABHIX apMIHICTPaTHBHUX Ta

o IHWMX nacayr Ha TepuTopii KNBB 2 Kpuamom

[aba y MaKCHManbHiK HabnuxeHocTi o KNBBY.

B 100y uKchi, 3a683neyuTH poioTy RIANORIfHMX
CTPYKTYP Ta MOKNKBICTh OTPHAAHHA PIHOTO pofy
nocnyr Ha Bazi Takaro LieHTpy Ana KpunuaK, a came:

* MPMECYTHICTB Nnocagosux ocid opranie FALC s
cneyianizoeanomy LHAT iengava ceigoyie npo
HapokeHHn, cMepTe, wtod, sty NG, iHwe).

» moMnMelcTh N0Jaul 3378 Ha OTPHMAHHA Ta
OPOPRNEHHA FAPaHTOBAHYX JEPKABOK COLIANLHUX
BWNNAT Ta NOCNYT.

v poBOTY AepKaBHNX HOTapiyCie ANA HagaHHA
HEODXIQHIX HOTARIANLHEX MOCAYT MEWKAKLAM
Kpuny, Wo f03ROAUTL AOCTYMHO Ta B ONSPaTHBHHR
€nocie ahopMNATI AOBIPEHOCT Ta IHWT HoTApIanbH
AOKYROHTH [3roAa DaThKIn HA BKIZA ANTUHK 33
KOPAOH, OGOPILACHHA 33N0GITY, HOTapiankHi
IpepHenHs A0 B3HKIBChKIX YCTAHOB TOWO).

* PYHKLIOHYBAHHA EIQ0iNeHb OaHKIBCbKUX YCTaHOB
Ta TepMidanie Ana oGCNYroBYEAHHA MeLllKaHlie
THMYACORO OKYNOBAHOT TEPHTOPIT (BIRKPUTTA
PaxyHKIE ANA OTPHMARHA COLIANLHYX BMNNAT, ONAATA
CYA0BOro 2D0pY. N2peKaz KoWTie ToWo!,

* HaABHICTB BiAgiNEHL NOWTCROTO 3RAKY
[ADIROANTE KPWRUAHANM ONEPATHRHO BECTH
NWCTYRAHKA 3 OPraHani fepxanHol BRaAW, Wicllerara
CAMORPAAYBAHHS, 3 TAKOK OPraHanm npanecyaaa Ges
INIACHEHHA AOAATKOBWX BUTPAT T3 Hacy).

* MPMMILENRb 4NA O4iKyBaHHA Ta 3depirais ocoBucr
peued ocif, wo npwbynu 4N OTRMANHH NOCNYT.

A

YKPATHCHKA
TENbCHCHKA
ITINZA3TRG
THOIVHH

MNp# ybonty 3aGe3neynTy mewraHusm Kpumy
MOAAMBICTD nongpenHeoro OHINAAH 3anicy go
#@NEKTPOHHOT Yepl N HA OTPHMAHHS AAMIHICTPATMEBHKX
nocnyr e Uedrpi.

Cneylanizopani LHAM He nuwe nonerwmrs
KPWUaHam JOCTYN A0 afMiHICTRaTHEHIX Ta IHW WX
NDCAYT, aNe & CPUATHME NIATPHKLI NPABOBDTO
3B'A3KY MELKARUIR OKYNOBAHMY TEPHTOPRIN 2
NEPHKABDK CYREPEHOW, 3aN0DIraTHMe [OMAUBMM
npasoenopyuie ACEND i B Uit chepi,
MIHIIEYE KOPYILTAHI prasKi.

2, ONTUMIZYEATH 7a ygockonanurs
iCHYI0Uy THCTEMY NACNOPTHaLl KuTeNis
THMYacoBO OKynoBaHoi TepnTopii Kpnmy
WAAXOM:

a) 36InbWeHHA KinbKocTi NpayieHywkie AMC
Ta Nocapoeix ocib e LIeHTpax HagaHHA
AAKIHICTRATHEHWX MOCAYT, PO3TAGBAHKX NODHH3Y
DKYNoBAHET TepuTopii.

G) po2poBASHAA MEXaHI 2y BIAAYT OKYMEHTIE,
L0 NOCRIAUYIOTL 0Caby, Yepea KoHCyNhCTea
YKpaiHu & PO ana ocid — rponanaH YKpaiHm 2
Kpuay, aKi 3aryGuns, nolwkoaun caiis nacnopt
rPOM3AAHNHA YKPATHWY HA OKYNOBaHiA TepuTopii, Ta
nificpani3alyif 3aKOHOAABCTEA WOAD NPKTArHEHHA 40
BigNOBIRANEHOCTI 33 HE33KOHHWA NEPETUH KOPAOHY
ocobani B Takmx BUN3AK3X.

E) CKACYBaHHA HOPM WOND BIANOBINaNEHOCTI 38
HECEDEYACHE GTPUMEHHH I3CNOPTIE [ POMAUAHIHA
YKpaiHI MEWKAHUAMK KpHMy Ha Yac okynauil.

1) 3aNpoBAANKEHHA CNPOLISHDT CYQOROT NpoUSaYPH
BCTAHDBN2HHA OCOBW ANA MRLUKAHLIR OKYNORAHNX
TEPKTOPINA, ¥ BUNANKY BIACYTHOCTI AQCTATHIX A0KA3IR,
AKi NiATREPAKYITH 0COTY (A0CTYNHOT B DyAb-AKONY
CyAi 2aranbHoi KPKCAUKLIT Ge3 CNNaTi cyaonoro
topyl.

Supplemental to recently released USAID-contributed reports

3. MPOBECTH HanekHe TexHivHe Ta
R it - 45
pHO-rr yBaHHA
ocHaweHHA KMNBB 3 TiM4acoBo oKyToBaHoK
TepuTopicio Kpumy 2aana 2afiesnaueHHa
HANEHHWK T MK YIWOE POBATH HA NyHKTAX
NPONYCKY T3 T NPOXOMKEHHA, WNAXON:

- oprani T KPWTHX NP 16 ANA OUIKYBAHHA
Ta RIANOUMHKY OCIA, 1110 NepaTuHanTh KMBB, A TaKoK
NPURILLEHHA ANA NPEReALHHA YCTPINEN Ta CRINBHOT
pofori 3 npeac aliki OPraHin aep i
BNagu, Jenerayis MixHapoaHIx ¥ psARoaux T3
HEY PAPOBYHK OpraHizaLin.

: oGnAWITYBAHHA NYHKTIE UINOROGOROTO HagaHHA
WeANUHDT JONOMOTI 3 BIANOBIGHWM NEpCOHANnoN Ta
NiKaKK.

* CTBOPEHHA HANEXHNK CARITAPHO-TITIEHIUHIX YMOE
(MaIOTb BYTH B230NNATHUMI ANA NPALIBHIKIE HA
KMBB ta 8Cix 0cib, AK nepeniuy eTECA Yepea NyHKTH
NPONYCKY).

+ aabeaneveHHA NPUCYTHOCTI NOCAAORWX OCIG,
YNORHOBAKEHNX 3AIHCHIOBATI BRTOPUHAPHIIA T3
$ITOCAHITAPHIA KOHTPONE (3 METOID AOTPMMBHHS
npas ocif, Wo Neperiuy ITEC 3 0KyYNoBaHoT
TEPUTOPI, B T.4. 3 A0MALHIMN TB3PHHAMH].

B 4, 3ABE3MEYMTH Hanexme perynapHe
1 | TRAHCMOPTHE CNONYYEHHA KNBB 2
/ Hac NYHKTaMK

XepcoHcbKol 06nacTi.

* QpraHiayBarui nerantke TPaHCNOPTHE CNONYYeHHA
ik KMBR Ta HARGANAKUIMI HACEMEHWII My HKTAMU
XepcoHchKoi 0BaacTi, 3abe3neunniin perynapHi
EPPYTE MPOM3ACHKOrD TPAHCNOPTY (B T.4. 50
n‘[llKTiB TPBHCACPTHOTO CAOAYYCHHSA 3 THW WM
foicTanu Yepaitis).

5 OGHBIIIIYBBII‘ micust OHiKYHaHHﬂ T3 3yNUHOK
FPOMBLCEKOTO TPAHCIOPTY, e NaCaRnp 3M0kY Tb
Gesi1eqHo ouikysa 1l NPAGYTIH TPEHTIOPTHIK
3acois.

Over one million of IDPs from Crimea and Donbas are still deprived the right to vote in Ukraine.
Human rights defenders believe that by returning their voting right it will made possible to enable
their full-fledged re-integration into country’s life — this is one of the takeaways from a media
event (link in Ukrainian), held on February 13, to discuss findings of the USAID-sponsored report
“A lost vote. Is this a lifetime silence?”.



https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/uhhru-joins-visit-to-checkpoints-bordering-occupied-crimea-photos/
https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/checkpoints-on-the-border-with-crimea-are-in-need-of-modernization-say-human-rights-defenders/
https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/uhspl-derzhava-pozbavlyaje-vpo-vyborchyh-prav-chym-stvoryuje-pidstavu-dlya-dyskryminatsiji/
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Besides, UHHRU Executive Director delivered a follow-up brief interview on protecting voting
rights of conflict-affected people. Also, Hromadske Radio interviewed (link in Ukrainian) our
analyst about the current situation with IDPs’ voting rights.

¢ In addition to the analytical report “Prisoners of war: international practice as to release of POWSs,
civilian detainees and political prisoners. Conclusions for Ukraine” in Ukrainian, you can also see
its executive summary in English. As a reminder, the report contains analysis of factors that,
according to authors, were decisive in the release of the prisoners detained in other conflicts such
as Chechnya, Georgia and Nagorno-Karabakh and how these factors could be applied to the
situation in Ukraine.

Other related activities by UHHRU in brief

e Just signed reintegration and de-occupation landmark law unveils new way for Ukrainians
on how to consider armed conflict henceforward

UHHRU lawyer analyzes in her blog (link is in Ukrainian) the freshly signed Law on “Peculiarities
of state policy ensuring state sovereignty in temporarily occupied territories of Donetsk and
Luhansk regions” and how it relates to the draft law “On state security and defense”, the text of
which has recently been revealed in the media and new Order by Cabinet of Ministers that allows
use of weapons by the armed forces during peace time, coupled with the latest reports by the
OSCE Special Monitoring Mission about concentration of the military equipment in non-
government-controlled areas (NGCA) from the Russian side of the border.

e Talking about specifics of reintegration efforts

UHHRU experts participated in the UKRLIFE.TV telethon titled “Crimea. De-occupation and
reintegration” to talk about administrative issues that residents of occupied Crimea face in
everyday life in mainland Ukraine and amnesty/lustration/collaboration associated to residents of
NGCA (interviews by non-UHHRU experts can be also found from the link, all in
Ukrainian/Russian).

STRATEGIC LITIGATIONS

Within this direction the USAID Human Rights in Action Project supports strategic legal cases
domestically and internationally to protect public interests®, as well as assures their broad media
coverage among the professional community and the public. Total humber of UHHRU Strategic
Litigation Centre’s (SLC) cases within the Project equals 195.

Program-supported lawyer explains judgment of European Court of Human Rights in Khlebik
v. Ukraine case and what it means in context of armed conflict in Ukraine

On 25 July 2017, the Grand Chamber of the ECtHR delivered a judgment in USAID-supported
“Khlebik v. Ukraine” case and said that Ukraine has taken all the measures available to it to
organize its judicial system in a way that would guarantee the applicant’s right to the court and to

3 Strategic litigations are one of the most powerful tools of human rights protection; conducted in the interests of a citizen or
a group of citizens to achieve systemic changes in the legal field for the benefit of society and used for the purpose of
creating the case-law (precedents).
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https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/olexander-pavlichenko-idps-have-been-deprived-of-the-right-to-vote-in-local-as-well-parliamentary-and-presidential-elections/
https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/serhij-movchan-uhspl-chynne-ukrajinske-zakonodavstvo-ne-zabezpechuje-pravo-vpo-na-uchast-u-vyborchomu-protsesi-v-povnij-miri/
https://helsinki.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Viazni-Viyny-mizhnarodna-praktyka.pdf
https://helsinki.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ExecutiveSummary.pdf
https://helsinki.org.ua/blogs/ato-chy-ne-ato-yak-buty-dali/
http://www.ukrlife.tv/video/suspilstvo/ukrayina-mae-terminovo-stvoriti-tsentri-nadannia-administrativnih-poslug-na-kpvv-z-krimom-eksperti-ugspl
http://www.ukrlife.tv/video/suspilstvo/ukrayina-mae-terminovo-stvoriti-tsentri-nadannia-administrativnih-poslug-na-kpvv-z-krimom-eksperti-ugspl
http://www.ukrlife.tv/video/politika/v-chm-osobennosti-amnistii-dlia-donbassa-i-kryma-oleg-martynenko
http://www.ukrlife.tv/video/politika/v-chm-osobennosti-amnistii-dlia-donbassa-i-kryma-oleg-martynenko
http://www.ukrlife.tv/programs/infomarafon/marafon-krim-deokupatsiia-ta-reintgeratsiia
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{"itemid":["001-175656"]}
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appeal in criminal cases in the specific situation of the ongoing armed conflict. The Court
concluded that despite of all the efforts, the hostilities precluded Ukraine from resolving the
applicant’s situation. UHHRU lawyers disagreed with the aforementioned judgment and appealed
against it to the Grand Chamber of the Court. However, the appeal was rejected on 12 December
2017. In this blog, an SLC lawyer explains the impact that a decision could have had and why this
was a missed opportunity for the Court.

What’s next?

UHHRU/Program considers that there remains a problem of the state’s inactivity in resolving the
issues of persons whose case files are stuck in the occupied territories. No legal remedies are
available for these persons, and the lack of control does not excuse the state from the obligation
to guarantee their rights. Despite the ECtHR judgment, our lawyers see the situation as a
challenge that still exists and has to be dealt with. UHHRU will continue to provide help to
persons whose case files are lost, destroyed, or just stuck within the occupied territories, and the
valuable experience obtained when working on the “Khlebik case” will be used in further practice.

Previous USAID-contributed landmark decision served as groundwork for UHHRU’s presents
victories in Supreme Court’s Grand Chamber of Ukraine

The Court’s Grand Chamber remanded 4 cases for re-examination following a decision of the
European Court of Human Rights. The cases dealt with the issue of timely notification of plaintiffs
regarding the examination of their cases by an appellate court (i.e. the principle of equality of
arms was not respected by the state). The mentioned ECtHR decision was made possible
thanks to USAID-supported lawyers, who back in June 2017 won Lazarenko and others v.
Ukraine case, obliging the GOU to pay compensations to senior people for unfair manipulations
with their pensions.

Other related activities by UHHRU in brief

¢ Working to release Ukrainian POWSs, political prisoners and civilian detainees

v UHHRU lawyer was invited to deliver remarks in course of a public discussion (footage in
Russian) devoted to searching ways to liberate Kremlin-held prisoners and how it is possible
to apply international experience in that respect in Ukrainian context. Further to this, she
delivered an interview on the radio touching upon the release of prisoners of war and political
prisoners held captive by Russia and its proxies (also in Russian).

v" New in our expert blog — why to talk about POWSs’ official status (link in Ukrainian).

¢ Violation of access to justice and property rights with regard to social benefits and
pension payments

UHHRU’s lawyer explains the recent ECtHR judgement on pensions for residents of NGCA in
“T'sezar and others v Ukraine” case. Thus, the Court (1) considers that the State has taken all
available measures to organize its judicial system in a way that would render the guaranteed
rights; (2) did not consider substance of the claims related to access to pensions as claimants
did not exhaust national remedies — link in Ukrainian.

e On occasion of the fourth anniversary of events happened on 26 February in Crimea

UHHRU reminds of the report on the “February 26 criminal case” (Part 1) prepared by the
international expert group. The paper presents reconstruction and legal analysis of the events
following street clashes between pro-Ukrainian and pro-Russian supporters that took place


https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/olena-protsenko-uhhru-no-control-should-not-amount-to-no-responsibility-khlebik-v-ukraine/
https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/uhhru-wins-4-cases-in-supreme-court-s-grand-chamber/
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{"itemid":["001-174623"]}
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{"itemid":["001-174623"]}
https://www.facebook.com/palina.brodik/posts/10215428420647434
https://www.facebook.com/palina.brodik/posts/10215428420647434
https://www.facebook.com/nadia.volkova/posts/10100639916676421
https://helsinki.org.ua/blogs/chomu-my-hovorymo-pro-status-polonenoho/
https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/evropejskyj-cud-rozhlyanuv-skarhy-pensioneriv-z-donetska/
https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/case-of-26-february-4-years-of-occupation/
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during two peaceful assemblies (one of which was in support of Ukraine’s territorial integrity)
outside the building of the Supreme Council of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea in
Simferopol, and their consequences.

FREE LEGAL AID

UHHRU'’s network of legal aid centers (LACs) keeps on delivering free legal aid (including outreach
legal consultations in the remote areas), holding information and awareness raising events in the
sphere of human rights as well as documenting war crimes and conflict-related human rights abuse.

The USAID supports activities of the UHHRU’s legal aid centers in Sloviansk, Toretsk, Mariupol,
Kramatorsk, Pokrovsk, Sumy and Dnipro providing legal aid to conflict-affected population, as well as
Specialized LAC in Kyiv and Kherson delivering legal assistance to IDPs from of Crimea and city of
Sevastopol in the frames of the Human Rights in Action Program.

Program advances in resolving problems with IDPs’ illegally suspended pensions

Standing up for the right to pension for IDPs, legal aid centers operating in eastern Ukraine under
USAID umbrella continuously help individuals who have been discriminated in that respect. Since
the Program’s launch in 2014, lawyers delivered consultations to more than 500 people in need,
supported around 70 legal cases, while having reached success in 49 of them.

One of the most illustrative examples (link is in Ukrainian) is the case of senior lady, an IDP from
occupied Luhansk, who was deprived her pension, her only income, and thus faced eviction from
a geriatric boarding house for labor and war veterans. LAC in Sumy managed to help her through
getting positive court rulings (both in first instance court and court of appeal), which obliged the
Pension Fund of Ukraine not only to renew the payments, but also to repay a half-year debt
accumulated in this regard.

According to human rights defenders such situation trends to became viral as involved public
authorities use every single chance “to save” budget money — for instance, by annulling an IDP
certificate (which is a must-have document allowing full enjoyment of social entitlements) in case
of absence of the person at his/her place of residence for 60+ days.

LAC in Dnipro helps in renewing social payments to IDPs (links are in Ukrainian)

The matter is that an IDP is allowed to receive state-guaranteed social payments if a place of
his/her previous residence is in the list of non-government-controlled localities. Such a list must
pass a slow bureaucratic procedure prior to its adoption by the Government — it means that if
status quo in conflict-affected region is changed, people will be left for a long time waiting for
payments, and this is exactly what happened with hundreds of IDPs in Dnipropetrovsk oblast.
UHHRU member organization “SICH” that operates USAID-supported LAC took their side and
addressed corresponding public bodies to immediately remedy the situation. In result, the
Cabinet of Ministers amended the list of occupied localities in Donbas, which appeared to be
nearly 3-years-old (here is also related news release by local media).


http://helsinki.org.ua/index.php?r=1.3.2
https://www.facebook.com/UGSPL.Toretsk/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/Приймальня-УГСПЛ-м-Маріуполі-175156829504672/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/ugsplPOKROVSK/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Приймальня-УГСПЛ-м-Суми-184659441906383/?hc_ref=NEWSFEED
https://www.facebook.com/pravdop.donbas.krym/?hc_ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/sumska-pryjmalnya-uhspl-dopomahaje-pereselentsi-povernuty-svoyu-pensiyu/
https://www.facebook.com/pgsich/posts/2024319051157775
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCiO_2IacHI&app=desktop
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Kherson-based lawyer cares of IDP woman from annexed Crimea who has been rejected to
receive social payments for her minor child

According to human rights defenders, this trends to become a worrying systematic problem,
when public bodies of social protection refuse IDPs in state-guaranteed payments. Usually, their
main argument is that first they need to get an official confirmation from occupying authorities in
Crimea that a person has not been previously enjoying similar payments in the peninsula. Such
an argument is discriminatory and absurd in many ways and, what is more important, breaches
Ukrainian legislation (meant to resolve situations with social entitlements for IDP, and touching
upon personal data protection).

An illustrative case (link in Ukrainian) is now under USAD-supported lawyer's guidance and
control.

Other noteworthy Program-attributed activities aimed at eliminating discrimination against
conflict-affected individuals

e Program’s lawyer delivered an interview (link in Ukrainian) to once again emphasize actions to
be taken by the Ukrainian authorities towards respecting rights of Crimean residents (see
below), as well as other conflict-suffered groups.

SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS OF POLITICAL PERSECUTION EQUAL-RIGHT ACCESS TO BANK SERVICES

To adopt laws protecting the rights of Ukrainian citizens that To eliminate discrimination and recognize Crimeans as
became atarget of political persecution and vielations of hu

FOR U KRA' N E Ukrainian residents, allowing Crimeans to use bank ser-
man rightsin connection with Russian aggrassinn, as veell

as the rights of peaple gone missing in Crimea and the " -~ vices on an equal basis with other Ukrainian citizens.
Russian Mederation. To determine the legal status of 3
such victims and guarantee pratection and support [
mechanisms for them and their families.
" .
PROPERTY EVACUATION

FROM OCCUPIED TERRITORIES
PARTICIPATION IN ELECTIONS lo remaov= 2xisting legislativa restrictions ard allove
Crimeans to evacuate their personal property from
Y occupied temitories, incluling pets, creative warks, et
| Torevise customs legislation and simplify the procadure
| for zrossing the administrative border with Crimea by
citizens carrying their personal helongings.

Teallow Crimean IDPs to vote in local elections in
the communities of their residence.

PROTECTION ERSONAL INFORMATION
hange of personal information
3 Pension Fund. To conduct
he criminal acts commit

nsion Fund of Ukraine, whe
te with a significant amount

of pe'sonal dats regarding Crimeans without any legal
“grounds or security considerations.

EDUCATION IN UKRAINIAN HIGHER
EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
Ta remove existing barriers to receiving educa-
tion in Ukrainian HEIs for Crimean youth, Improve
the system of schalarship quatas and implement
mechanisms far pratacting sacial-=conomic rights
of Crimean entrants iright to fres domitary, loans,
partial ur full payment of luition, ete).

ACCESS TO ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES AND
EQUAL-RIGHT PROCEDURE OF ISSUING DOCUMENTS
To implement efficient mechanisms for registering the facts
of births and deaths of Crimeans. Simplify issuing of birth and
death certificates {establishing out-of-court - i.e. administra-
tive ~ procedure). To open a center for administrative and
notary services at the administrative border with Crimea,

A“/C

IMPROVING SYSTEM FOR ISSUING PASSPORTS
Taincrease the presence of State Nigration Service
officials in localities in dose proximity to temporarily
nceupied tarritores. To remave liability for citizers of

| temporatily accupied territaries for breaking deadlines
on receiving a passpart, Ta simplify iclentity verification
in courl when itisimpussible to du in State Migration
Service badies.

REGULATING STATUS OF PERSONS
. THAT SERVED A SENTENCE IN DETENTION
. FACILITIES OF CRIMEA AND RUSSIA
| To determine the status of persons that served a
sentence and were released from detentian facili-
ties in accupied teriitaries; ta addrass the issue of
" social re-integration and adaptation af such per-
sons in Ukraiman socicty.

ACCESS TOCRIMEA

To simplity entrance ta Crimea by foreign human rights
activists, lawyers and journalists. Te reduce bureaucratic
obslacles and expedite issuing of special permits, make it
passible to receive them on request {instzad of having to
wait for autharization, as is currently the case).

CGRIMEAN
HUMAN RIGHTS
GROUP

e Lawyers from legal aid center in Mariupol discussed preferences for employers hiring IDPs,
ways of their professional re-training etc. during a roundtable event on February 12. In its turn,
LAC will make efforts to raise awareness of target group representatives on employment-
related issues (link in Ukrainian).


https://helsinki.org.ua/articles/u-kyjevi-upravlinnya-sotszahystu-napravylo-do-krymu-zapyt-pro-otrymannya-pereselenkoyu-vyplat-na-dytynu/
https://hromadskeradio.org/programs/kyiv-donbas/inkoly-suddi-vymagayut-genetychnoyi-ekspertyzy-shchob-vyznaty-fakt-narodzhennya-na-okupovaniy-terytoriyi-ugspl
https://www.facebook.com/175156829504672/photos/a.485701868450165.1073741829.175156829504672/573990282954656/?type=3&theater

UKRAINIAN
HELSINKI
HUMAN RIGHTS
UNION

e Program’s lawyers appeared among panelists of the roundtable “Ways of eliminating
discrimination in registration of births and deaths of persons in occupied territories of Ukraine”
and presented their own version of the draft law “On introducing amendments to certain laws
of Ukraine regarding the implementation of administrative procedure for civil registration of
episodes occurring in temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine”.

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION AND AWARENESS RAISING

UHHRU keeps on organizing human rights training events as well as formulating a comprehensive
national human rights education policy. This activity is implemented under Ukraine-wide Educational
Program “We Understand Human Rights” (WUHR)#, which is being the only informal educational
system that has the material basis for its activities — Educational Human Rights House-Chernihiv
(EHRH-Chernihiv).

Human rights education for lawyers
USAID-supported training course for judges and lawyers proceeds (links are in Ukrainian)

On February 23-24, in frames of the USAID-supported innovative training course “Human rights
standards in legal practice of lawyers and judges” (link is in Ukrainian) the second promotional
seminar for judges took place in Odesa. Thus, 25 judges of the Odessa Regional Administrative
Court and the Odessa Administrative Court of Appeal had an opportunity to expand their
knowledge and receive practical advice on application of principles and mechanisms of human
rights protection laid down in the European Convention on Human Rights, in particular Article 6
(right to a fair trial) and Article 11 (freedom of assembly and association) including human rights
abuses during an armed conflict. The event is organized upon request of the Association for the
Development of Judicial Self-Government of Ukraine and in cooperation with the National School
of Judges with the aim of the wide-scale course promotion among the judicial community and
raising their awareness of international human rights law applicable in the armed conflict
situation.

Furthermore, we would like to inform that UHHRU signed memorandum of cooperation with the
Association, which enhances cooperation between organizations in the field of education. As a
part of this cooperation, we plan to organize the “Human Rights Watchdog” training course for
judges on application of European Convention on Human Rights’ standards and the European
Court’s case-law in their work. The program will be based on UHHRU/Program’s methodology.

4 Launched since 2007, WUHR Program envisages development of informal human rights education, contributing to
cultivating a human rights culture, strengthening respect for the rule of law in Ukraine, promoting intercultural understanding
and principles of peaceful resolution of conflicts. The Program currently counts more than 3,500 alumni from all regions of
Ukraine.
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https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/uhhru-and-sim-center-presented-new-draft-bill-on-registration-of-civil-records-under-occupation/
http://edu.helsinki.org.ua/
http://hrs-course.helsinki.org.ua/
http://hrs-course.helsinki.org.ua/
https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/uhhru-and-association-for-the-development-of-judicial-self-government-of-ukraine-sign-memorandum-of-cooperation/

UKRAINIAN
HELSINKI
HUMAN RIGHTS

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE UNION

MAIN EVENTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS AREA

Draft law No. 7163 is signed

The President signed the Law “On peculiarities of the state policy on ensuring the state
sovereignty of Ukraine in the temporarily occupied territories in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts”.
He also addressed the MPs, officials of the National Security and Defense Council considering
that this Law is only a framework and requires further legislative support of the actions of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine and other law-enforcement agencies, to prepare the necessary
regulatory and legislative acts aimed at improvement of the legal mechanisms for the restoration
of the state’s territorial integrity.

Let us remind that UHHRU'’s position on the law, which has a number of serious shortcomings, is
available on our website: public appeal and infographic are given here, detailed analysis is
provided here (both are in Ukrainian).

Verkhovna Rada encroaches on human rights and liberties in Ukraine

On February 28, the Human Rights Agenda Platform (informal coalition of human rights
organizations, including UHHRU, that monitors, analyzes and develops legislation based on the
main principles of human rights and fundamental freedoms) released a petition calling the
Parliament to put an end to the attacks on the freedom of speech, association and peaceful
assembly, which are the fundamental principles of democracy, and not to adopt the draft laws
No. 6674 and 6675 dd. 10 July 2017.

This Briefer is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID) in the framework of the Human Rights in Action Program
implemented by the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union. The contents are the responsibility of the
Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the United
States Government.

The American people, through the USAID, have provided economic and humanitarian assistance
worldwide for over 55 years. In Ukraine, USAID’s assistance focuses on three areas: Health and Social
Transition, Economic Growth and Democracy and Governance. USAID has provided 1.8 bin. technical and
humanitarian assistance to Ukraine since 1992. For additional information about USAID programs in
Ukraine, please visit our website: http://ukraine.usaid.gov or our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/USAIDUkraine.

USAID Human Rights in Action Program, contact information:

The Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union
3/34 Frolivska St., Kyiv, Ukraine

Phone: 044 485 17 92, fax: 044 425 99 24
Contact emails: n.volkova@helsinki.org.ua
Website: http://helsinki.org.ua/



http://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/prezident-pidpisav-zakon-pro-osoblivosti-derzhavnoyi-politik-45950
https://helsinki.org.ua/en/articles/uhhru-s-notice-regarding-the-adoption-of-draft-law-no-7163-by-the-parliament-of-ukraine/
https://helsinki.org.ua/en/appeals/statement-of-ukrainian-human-rights-organizations-with-the-request-to-send-draft-law-no-7163/
https://helsinki.org.ua/en/appeals/petition-of-human-rights-agenda-for-ukrainian-parliament-to-stop-encroachment-on-civil-rights-and-liberties-in-ukraine/
https://www.facebook.com/USAIDUkraine
mailto:n.volkova@helsinki.org.ua
http://helsinki.org.ua/

